================Raven Dark:The Lord of Darkness================

=================================================================

The villian of Legends of Iconoclast has his own story.

=================================================================

Raven Dark, the very name strikes fear into the hearts of men. He was one of

the first humans created in the realm. Like his brother Murlock, Raven Dark

was skilled in the use of magic. Unlike Murlock who preferred the use of

white magic, Raven Dark himself was a master of black magic.

Murlock wove a powerful spell to create the first mortal humans in the 

realm.

They reproduced and began to create their own population. For the next 200

years, the population of the realm slowly grew. They built castles, villages,

and walls to divide the realm of Iconoclast into five kingdoms. Iconoclast,

the largest of the kingdoms had the largest castle. Whoever ruled it, was

king of the realm.

According to Iconoclast law, a person could only become king if he married

before his twentieth birthday. The son or daughter of a king had to be

married by his or her twentieth birthday to inherit the throne. If he or she

succeeded, the ruler of Iconoclast would step down from the throne and pass

on his crown to his son or daughter and their spouse. Failure to marry before

the twentieth birthday would result in the forfeit of his or her rights to

the throne, leaving the kingdom without an heir to the throne.

Murlock and Raven Dark were both immortal when they were created, although

Raven Dark sold his immortality to become the first king of the realm. But

because of his strict rule, the people rebelled against him, and threw him

into prison several times. He escaped each time. After only a few months of

rule, Raven Dark was finally put to death when the sword of Darkness pierced

his black black. In its purple quartz blade, the king's demonic spirit was

captured. The sword was then laid to rest in the courtyard of Iconoclast

castle, driven in stone.

For the next 550 years, Iconoclast was without a king. Then an unknown man

came to power. With the consent of the people he became the second king of

the realm. He became known as Iconoclast I. Within four years, his daughter

Eliza was born. Several years later, his wife the queen died of an illness.

Since the day he came to power, Iconoclast I ruled justly and wisely. He was

well known, and well liked by his people. His soothsayer, Lazurus was a kind

man who served his king faithfully. His son Erdrick, captain of the king's

knights was a brave man who was in love with Eliza. Shortly after Eliza's

seventeenth birthday, they were engaged.

One night, shortly after Eliza's birthday, as the realm slept under a full

moon, a power long asleep in the sword of Darkness awakened. Sensing freedom

in his grasp, Raven Dark beckoned Lazurus to the sword where it had formerly

slept. Taking the sword from the slate, Lazurus pierced his heart with the

sword. Raven Dark was weak from his long sleep and needed a body to control

to regain his lost power. Using his dark magic, Raven Dark transformed

Lazurus into a dragon. His willpower gone, Lazurus attacked the castle,

overpowered the king's knights, and kidnapped Eliza, taking her to the

realm's tallest mountain, Mt. Iconoclast.

The king sent Erdrick to slay the dragon. Later that night, Erdrick

confronted the dragon in its lair near the summit of the long dormant volcano

and slew the dragon with the sword of Ice. With his dying breath, Lazurus

passed the evil powers that had possessed him into Eliza.

The next day, Erdrick and Eliza were married. A feast was held that night to

celebrate Erdrick's victory. Little did everyone know, was that an evil power

was growing inside of Eliza. One night, almost a year later a terrible thing

happened. Eliza gave birth to a child, dying in the process. The people

believed the child to be a demon and tried to have him killed. The archbishop

took the child into his cathedral and raised him as his own son.

With the loss of his daughter, Iconoclast killed himself. Erdrick was 

crowned Erdrick I.

For the next 60 years, he was raised in the cathedral. Raven Dark's spirit

had possessed him and was now using him to regain his lost power. The evil

powers inside him made him immortal. When the Archbishop died, the young man

became the new archbishop. Because the people believed he had slowly

destroyed Eliza's soul before and after his birth, the people called him

Tchernobog, meaning "devourer of souls".

For the next 40 years, Tchernobog was a soothsayer for Iconoclast VII,

Iconoclast VIII, and Iconoclast IX. Tchernobog had warned Iconoclast VII that

he would be killed by a child of his daughter. The king ordered his daughter

to be killed so that she could never become a mother. Her brother, the future

king Iconoclast VIII killed his father shortly after his twentieth birthday

and became an even crueler king than his father. When Tchernobog warned

Iconoclast VIII that he would be killed by his son, the king went into a rage

and ordered his newborn son to be thrown into the river. The queen sent her

son to the village of Dunkilus in the kingdom of Dunkilus where he was raised

for the next 17 years before his return. The king had his wife brutally

executed on the charge of high treason. For the next 17 years, the people of

the village of Iconoclast questioned the king about his action. Many 

suffered terrible deaths.

After the prince returned with his wife, he killed his father, bringing an

end to the king's cruel reign, and fulfilling Tchernobog's prophecy.

Twenty one years later, Tchernobog sold his soul for the power to conquer

the realm for his master. Deep within the sword of Darkness, Raven Dark used

his powers to alter Tchernobog's body to match his own deformed appearance.

After Tchernobog's terrible curse among the people of Iconoclast, he spent

the next 1000 years in the castle atop Mt. Iconoclast which was built in

Lazurus's honor. During this time, he built a temple called the Hall of the

Epiphany. In 1872 a.d., after betraying his most loyal servant, Caleb,

Tchernobog tried to sieze the Earth for his master. But he suffered a

terrible defeat at the hands of Caleb. His defeat returned the world to

normal before his reign began. Peace to Earth was restored. Caleb escaped 

the Hall of the Epiphany as it collapsed to the ground and returned to Earth

using a hidden portal. With the destruction of Tchernobog's temple, the

portal between the world of the living and the dead was closed forever.

After returning to Iconoclast, and rebuilding his army, Tchernobog sent his

men to Earth with orders to bring Caleb to him so that he could have his

revenge.

Deep inside Tchernobog, Raven Dark's essence was reclaiming his lost power.

With his powers nearly completely restored, Raven Dark will once again

return to the realm of Iconoclast and reclaim the throne that was taken from

him almost 2000 years ago. Little does Tchernobog know, is that once Raven

Dark's powers are completely restored, Raven Dark will take Tchernobog's life

and add it to his power. With eternal Darkness over Earth and Iconoclast,

Raven Dark will become unstoppable, and with his powers, rule the worlds of

Earth and Iconoclast, for eternity.

The only force that can free Archbishop Tchernobog from Raven Dark's bondage

is the power of the sword of Iconoclast. If only there was a warrior that the

legends speak of to step from the Darkness and join forces with the light to

wield the sword of Iconoclast and destroy the darkness. Only once the

darkness in Archbishop Tchernobog is purged from his body will he be restored

to his human form and be free from Raven Dark's bondage.

==============================================================================

Raven Dark will make an appearance in:

Legends of Iconoclast, Part 2:The Return

