==========The History of Iconoclast==========

The year was 1 a.d. The place, a hidden world unknown to the humans of Earth,

5 gods created the realm and gave life to all who dwelled in it. Vulcan, the

god of fire cultivated the land to create the realm. Shiva, the goddess of

Ice, gave the spirit of life to the realm. Hades, the god of darkness created

the day and darkness of night. Agni, the god of earth, carved the land to

create the mountains, rivers, valleys, plateau's, and volcanoes. Indra, the

god of storm made all lifeforms that would uphold the spirit of life.

The first human beings in the realm were Murlock and Raven Dark. Both were

immortal and skilled in the use of magic. Murlock was skilled in the use of

White Magic, while his brother Raven Dark preferred the use of Black Magic.

Murlock wove a powerful spell to create the first mortal humans. Over the

course of the next 200 years, the population of Iconoclast slowly grew.

They built villages, castles, and walls to divide the realm into five

kingdoms. Iconoclast, was the largest of the five kingdoms. Each of the

smaller kingdoms was ruled by a king and queen, except Dunkilus, the second

largest kingdom. Whoever ruled the castle of Iconoclast was the ruler of the

realm. A person could only become a ruler if he or she married before his or

her 20th birthday.

Raven Dark's greed for power overcame him, and he sold his immortality for the

power to rule the realm. As the first king of Iconoclast, he was also the

cruelest. The people revolted against him many times. But since no prison

could hold him, he was executed with the sword of Darkness. His demonic

spirit was captured in its quartz blade and laid to rest in the courtyard of

the castle of Iconoclast.

For the next 550 years, the realm was without a king. Then one day, an

unknown man rose to power with the consent of the people to the Iconoclast

throne. His parents had died after his birth, leaving him with no name. He

became known as Iconoclast I.

Iconoclast I ruled justly and wisely. He was well known and well liked by 

his people.

Several years later, his wife, the queen of Iconoclast, died of an illness

several years after the birth of his daughter Eliza. As the only heir to the

throne, Eliza grew up to become one of the most beautiful girls in the 

world.

During his time as king of the realm, Iconoclast had a soothsayer named

Lazurus. Lazurus was a kind man who served his king faithfully. His son

Erdrick was the captain of the king's knights and was destined to marry

Eliza.

Shortly after Eliza's birthday, the first sign of trouble started one night.

As the realm slept under a full moon, an evil power in the sword of Darkness

awakened. Sensing freedom in his grasp, Raven Dark beckoned Lazurus from his

chambers, leading him to the stone where the sword slept in the castle's

courtyard. His will broken, he pulled the sword from the stone and drove it

into his heart. The evil powers in the sword channeled into his body and

transformed him into a dragon. His humanity gone, Lazurus attacked the 

castle, overpowered the king's knights and kidnapped Eliza, taking her to Mt.

Iconoclast. The king sent Erdrick to slay the dragon. Later that night,

Erdrick confronted the dragon in its lair near the summit of Mt. Iconoclast.

After a fierce battle, Lazurus was slain. As he took his last breath, the

dark powers that had overpowered him left his body and passed into Eliza.

The next day at dawn, Erdrick and Eliza were married. A feast was held that

night in the castle. Almost a year later, a terrible thing happened. Eliza

gave birth to a child, dying in the process. Many people tried to slay the

child, but the Archbishop took the child into his cathedral and raised him

as his own son. With the loss of his daughter, Iconoclast killed himself.

Erdrick was proclaimed King Erdrick I.

For the next 60 years, Eliza's child was raised in the cathedral. He

retained the youth of a young man and became immortal with the powers of

the sword of Darkness inside of him. He called himself Tchernobog. After

the Archbishop's death, Tchernobog became the new Archbishop. He lived in 

the castle atop Mt. Iconoclast which took 60 years to complete. He also became

a soothsayer for King Iconoclast VII and VIII. These two kings were known

as the black kings. They abused their power and imposed a harsh and strict

rule. Iconoclast VIII was an even crueler king than his father, Iconoclast 

VII who was known for having his own daughter killed when Tchernobog predicted

that he would be killed by a child of his daughter's. Iconoclast VII's son,

Iconoclast VIII had his wife killed when Tchernobog predicted that the king

would be killed by his son. His son was sent by the queen to the village of

Dunkilus by floating a basket that carried the child down the river. The king 

had her brutally executed when he discovered her action, charging her with

high treason.

The people of the kingdom never forgot Lazurus. A great castle atop

Mt. Iconoclast was built in his honour. Little did they know, was that in

100 years, the castle would become the palace of evil.

In 851 a.d., Iconoclast VIII was ruling the realm. Like his father

Iconoclast VII, he imposed a very strict rule. People spoke out against his

cruel rule. Many people were executed everyday.

His son, the future king Iconoclast IX, rose an army of the realm's people 

and overthrew his father. After the king was executed, the 17 year old prince

was crowned King Iconoclast IX. His wife, Elizabeth was crowned Elizabeth I.

King Iconoclast and Queen Elizabeth ruled the realm justly and wisely. They

were well known and well liked by their people. But they knew that they 

would have to bring up an heir to the throne after their death's.

Queen Elizabeth was known all over the realm for her beauty. Even her own

husband could not resist her charms. With redish brown hair and emerald green

eyes, many men wanted to be her husband. She chose the prince Iconoclast IX 

as her husband. When her husband rose an army of the kingdom's people to

overthrow the cruel king, she also took part.

Three years later, Elizabeth was taken away by a sudden illness. This tragedy

shocked the people and the king. Without an heir to the throne, the people

worried that after the king's death, the realm would be torn apart by a war

between men greedy for power.

One night, the king came across the former captain of his father's knights.

The knight lay dying at the king's feet as he told the king that he and his

wife had been attacked by an evil priest. His wife was killed and he was

mortally wounded. Before the knight died, he begged the king to raise his

daughter, Minerva.

Thirteen years later, Princess Minerva was engaged to Edward, the prince of

Minstrels. The wedding was never held because Tchernobog placed a terrible

curse among the people using the powers of the sword of Darkness.

The realm is now a dark place with no signs of life and stone statues where

the people stood when the curse struck.

The sword of Darkness is one of the mystic swords created by the gods who

created the realm. Four other swords were created containing the power of

Earth, Ice, Fire, and Storms. The sword of Storms, is currently the only

sword not in the hands of Tchernobog. But when these five swords combine

their powers, the holy sword of Iconoclast is created. With the power to

weaken the mightiest demons to mortality, the sword of Iconoclast is the

only weapon capable of destroying Tchernobog and breaking the curse.

