====Iconoclast IX, The Great King====

This is another piece of text from the upcoming Legends of Iconoclast. This

time, it is about the greatest king to ever rule the realm.

Iconoclast IX was the son of King Iconoclast VIII. The year was 834 a.d. The

kingdom celebrated the prince's birth. But that night, Archbishop Tchernobog,

the king's soothsayer warned the king that the prince would become king 

after his 17th birthday, by killing his father. The king went into a rage and

ordered his newborn son to be thrown into the river. Cecil, the captain of 

his knights warned the queen of the king's plot and helped her get the baby to

safety. Once out of the castle, the queen placed her infant son in a basket,

along with her royal ring and the sword of Earth, a family treasure. She

placed the basket onto the river and watched as the basket disappeared into

the night down the river toward the village of Dunkilus.

When the king found out about her action, he charged her with high treason

and had her brutally executed. For the next 17 years, the people questioned

the the once noble king about his actions. Many suffered terrible deaths at

the hands of the executioner.

Meanwhile, a couple in the village of Dunkilus found the basket carrying the

infant prince. Since they had no children of their own, they adopted the

prince as their own son. For 17 years, they raised the prince in the village

of Dunkilus.

A great knight also lived in Dunkilus. He taught the 16 year old prince to

use the sword of Earth. During this time, the prince fell in love with a

beautiful 15 year old girl named Elizabeth. Within one year, they were

engaged.

Ever since the prince came to the village, the people of Dunkilus were afraid

of him because he was the son of a king gone bad. Elizabeth's parents would

not consent to the marriage. Elizabeth was critizised for loving the black

king's son. She was sentenced to spend the rest of her life locked up in the

dungeon of Dunkilus's castle.

One night, several days later, a fierce dragon ravaged the village and

attacked the castle. The prince raced to the castle and challenged the

dragon. After a fierce battle, the prince drove the sword of Earth into the

dragon's evil heart. He released Elizabeth from the dungeon. The next day,

they were married.

During the wedding, Iconoclast VIII's knights burst into the cathedral. They

had been sent by the king to find the prince, and kill him. When the prince

drew his sword, the king's knights fled.

The prince decided it was time for his father's cruel reign to end. A few days

later, he returned to the village of Iconoclast with Elizabeth. He told the

people that he was the prince. When they didn't believe him, the prince showed

them the royal ring that he wore. The people rallied to the prince's side 

and began to plot a plan of attack on the Iconoclast castle.

That night, the prince led the people of the kingdom to the castle. They

overpowered the guards and created a distraction that allowed the prince to

sneak into the castle. He confronted his father in his throne room. The king

was enraged that his son was still alive and attacked him. The prince drew

his sword and ran it through his father's heart. As the black king 

collapsed, he cursed his son for being a traitor to his crown.

Archbishop Tchernobog's prophecy was fulfilled. The next day, the prince was

proclaimed Iconoclast IX. Elizabeth was crowned Elizabeth I.

For three years, the king and queen ruled the realm justly and wisely. In

854 a.d., three years after the coronation ceremony, a plague struck the 

land at nightfall and killed many people, including queen Elizabeth.

This tragedy horrified the people of the realm. Elizabeth had died without

providing any heir to the throne. Without an heir, the people feared that

after the king's death, the realm would have no ruler, and the realm would 

be torn apart by war.

For five years, the king searched unsuccessfully for an heir. Then, one night,

he came across Cecil, the man who had helped his mother get him to safety.

Nine years ago, one year before the black king's death, Cecil had betrayed

the king by refusing to burn a witch at the stake. The witch was really a

beautiful 18 year old girl that Cecil had fallen in love with. She was 

blessed with the powers of a healer, but Iconoclast VIII had her arrested and 

ordered her to be burned at the stake at sunset. Cecil helped her escape before

hopping onto his own horse and escaping. The people had cheered his actions,

although Cecil's followers fired their arrows at him, wounding him. The girl

healed his wounds and took him to her home where he lived for the next few

days. They ran away to elope, and after five years, their daughter Minerva

was born.

Cecil was now at the king's feet, dying. He told Iconoclast IX that he and

his wife were ambushed by Archbishop Tchernobog. His wife was killed, and

Cecil was mortally wounded. Before dying, Cecil begged Iconoclast IX to 

raise his daughter.

Shortly after Minerva's 16th birthday, Archbishop Tchernobog was banished 

from the castle when he tried to force Minerva into marrying him.

Iconoclast IX met his demise one year later when Tchernobog attacked the

castle with an army of undead warriors. Tchernobog used unholy powers to 

slay the king. After stealing the sword of Darkness from the castle's courtyard,

Tchernobog ordered the king's body and the sword of Earth to be buried in 

the Royal Crypt. After the king and his sword were buried, Tchernobog 

resurrected Iconoclast VIII. He gave the undead black king a suit of unholy plate mail

armour and a sharp sword. He entrusted Iconoclast VIII to guard the Royal

Crypt.

Iconoclast IX's spirit is trapped in the Royal Hall. Anyone who wished to 

free him must first do battle with Iconoclast VIII.
